PARENT PAYMENT POLICY
Lowanna College: School Number 01-8821

Rationale:
The Victorian community shares a vision to build an education system that champions excellence and ensures
that every child and young person has access to the opportunities to succeed in life, regardless of their
background or circumstances.
Schools are best placed to make local decisions which ensure that all students can access a broad range of
learning opportunities that support their expectations and promote their aspirations as they move through the
education system. Parent contribution, in all forms, assists schools to provide an enriched learning and teaching
program for every student and is highly valued by school communities.
Learning and teaching programs vary across schools based on local needs and circumstances and reflect
each school’s priorities, decisions and resources. This, in turn, informs the parent payment charges approved
by School Councils that may vary from one school to the next.

Aims:
•

To provide high quality learning opportunities for all students, by supplementing limited Government funding
with approved financial contributions and payments from parents and guardians.

•

To ensure that parent payment practices are consistent and transparent.

•

To ensure that all students have access to the standard curriculum.

Implementation:
1.

In implementing this policy, Lowanna College will adhere to the following principles:
a. Educational value: Student learning, aspirations and wellbeing are paramount when schools
determine their parent payments practices.
b. Access, equity and inclusion: All students have access to the standard curriculum program and
participation of all students to the full school program is facilitated. No student will be treated differently,
denied access or refused instruction to the standard curriculum program for not making a payment or
voluntary contribution.
c. Affordability: Cost to parents and guardians is kept to a minimum and is affordable for most families at
the school.
d. Engagement and Support: Early identification and engagement strategies by the school ensure
parents and guardians are well informed of the payment options and supports available for those
experiencing hardship.
e. Respect and Confidentiality: Parents, guardians and students experiencing hardship are treated
with respect, dignity, sensitivity and without judgment and the identity and personal information of all
parents, guardians and students are kept confidential in respect to parent payments.
f.

Transparency and Accountability: School parent payment practices are well communicated, clear
and transparent and their impact on student programs and families are reviewed by School Council.
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2. The Education and Training Reform Act 2006 (Vic) provides for instruction in the standard curriculum program
to be free to all students in Government schools. School Councils are responsible for developing and approving
school level parent payment charges and can request payments from parents or guardians under the three
following categories only:
a. Essential Student Learning Items are those items, activities or services that are essential to support student
learning of the standard curriculum. These are also items or activities that the school deems compulsory.
The Lowanna College Council asks that all Essential Student Learning Items are paid for by parents and
guardians. These items include:
i.

materials that the student takes possession of, including text books and student stationery;

ii.

materials for learning and teaching where the student consumes or takes possession of the finished
articles (e.g.) food technology, photography, handbooks;

iii. materials for subjects where the payment sought is the difference between the basic materials/services
required for access to the standard curriculum program and higher cost alternatives which may be
more desirable (e.g.) the use of more expensive materials and enhanced activities in subjects;
iv. transport and entrance fees for camps and excursions which all students are expected to attend.
If parents and guardians choose for their child to not attend a compulsory camp or excursion, an
alternative option will be provided.
b. Optional Items are those items, activities or services that are offered in addition to, or support instruction
in, the standard curriculum program. These are provided on a user-pays basis so that should parents or
guardians choose to access them for students, they are required to pay for them. These items include:
i.

student document printing for personal use;

ii.

extra-curricular programs or activities (e.g.) VET, Outdoor Education, instrumental music, Debutante
Ball;

iii. school-based performances, productions and events; and
iv. student photos
c. Voluntary Financial Contributions are those where parents or guardians are invited by Lowanna College
School Council to make a donation to the school for a general or specific purpose, (e.g.) school grounds
projects, library fund or new equipment. Only some Voluntary Financial Contributions are tax-deductible.
3. The attached Department of Education and Training (DET) diagram ‘Understanding Parent Payment Categories’
provides examples of items and materials under each of the above categories.
4. Parents and guardians will be provided with early notice of payment requests for Essential Student Learning
Items, Optional Items and Voluntary Financial Contributions (a minimum of six weeks’ notice prior to the end of
the previous school year).
5. All records of payments or contributions and any outstanding payments by parents and guardians are kept
confidential.
6. Lowanna College will provide opportunities for parents and guardians experiencing financial difficulties to enter
into alternative and confidential payment arrangements, including instalments, Centrepay (for those who are in
receipt of Centrelink benefits), bpay or direct debit.
7.

Invoices will be mailed home at the beginning of Term 1. Statements or SMS reminders, detailing items that are
outstanding and due for payment, will be sent once a week.

8. Where Essential Student Learning Items payments remain unpaid, the College reserves the right to ensure
students will not be able to take possession of the item until it has been paid for.
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9. Payment for excursions, camps and co-curricular activities must be made prior to participation in the activity/
event and in accordance with the published timeline (please refer to the ‘Camps and Excursions’ policy).
10. Outstanding student fees for Optional Items may compromise a student’s eligibility to be involved in future
optional activities.
11. Additional support options available to parents and guardians include:
a. Camps, Sport and Excursion Fund (CSEF) - The CSEF was initiated by the Victorian Government to assist
families who hold a valid means-tested concession card. Eligibility for this funding may also extend to a
temporary foster parent. The annual CSEF amount for eligible Secondary School students is $225, with
parents and guardians required to submit a new CSEF application form each year. Please note that in 2017,
Year 7 students in Victorian Government schools who are CSEF recipients are also automatically eligible
for uniform purchase support through State Schools’ Relief. Lowanna College General Office staff will be
able to provide further information to parents or guardians regarding applications for these types of funding
support.
b. Second-hand items available through the Lowanna College Secondhand Books and Uniform Facebook
Group.
c. Local community organisations, such as the Salvation Army and Opportunity Shops.
d. State Schools Relief - via our Wellbeing Team.

Evaluation:
The Lowanna College School Council will review the level and purpose of parent payments and voluntary
contributions annually and in doing so, our policy will be consistent with any advice or instruction received from the
DET.
This policy was last ratified by College Council on 17 September 2018.
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